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great hope for this country is to make sure
every child—I mean every child—is edu-
cated.

I look forward to sharing with the Mem-
bers who don’t know me well some of my
experiences as the Governor of the State of
Texas and what I’ve tried to do to fulfill that
promise and fulfill that pledge.

This will be the beginning of, hopefully,
a lot of meetings. I hope you come back, and
I’ll certainly be inviting. But thanks for com-
ing. It’s an important part of my job—is to
talk to everybody who is in the legislative
body. I will remind you all, I understand the
difference between the executive branch and
the legislative branch. I only get to suggest.
You all pass the laws. And that’s what we’re
here to work——

Representative Cynthia A. McKinney.
That’s right. [Laughter]

The President. I understand that well.
But thank you all for coming. It’s an honor
for you to be here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:32 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the United States Air Force
Operating Location Near Groom
Lake, Nevada
January 31, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that on
September 19, 2000, President Clinton
issued Presidential Determination 2000–30
(copy attached) and thereby exercised his au-
thority to grant certain exemptions under
section 6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination 2000–30 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada,
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local
hazardous or solid waste laws that would re-
quire the disclosure of classified information
concerning that operating location to unau-
thorized persons. Information concerning ac-

tivities at the operating location near Groom
Lake has been properly determined to be
classified and its disclosure would be harmful
to national security. Continued protection of
this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision of
law permits or requires the disclosure of clas-
sified information to unauthorized persons.
The determination also was not intended to
limit the applicability or enforcement of any
requirement of law applicable to the Air
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake
except those provisions, if any, that would
require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on February 1.

Remarks at the National Prayer
Breakfast
February 1, 2001

Well, thank you all very much for that
warm welcome. Laura and I are honored to
be here this morning. I did a pretty good
job when it came to picking my wife, by the
way. She’s going to be a fabulous First Lady.

Mr. Vice President, it’s good to see you;
of course, your wife, Lynne. And I want to
thank the members of my Cabinet who are
here. I appreciate you, Senator Frist, for your
commitment and strong comments. And
Zach, thanks for your introduction. And
thank you both for organizing this important
event.

I want to thank the Members of the House
and the Senate who are here. I appreciate
the number of foreign dignitaries who are
here. It just goes to show that faith crosses
every border and touches every heart in
every nation.

Every President since the first one I can
remember, Dwight Eisenhower, has taken
part in this great tradition. It’s a privilege for
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me to speak where they have spoken and to
pray where they have prayed. All Presidents
of the United States have come to the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast, regardless of their re-
ligious views. No matter what our back-
ground, in prayer we share something uni-
versal, a desire to speak and listen to our
Maker, and to know His plan for our lives.

America’s Constitution forbids a religious
test for office, and that’s the way it should
be. An American President serves people of
every faith and serves some of no faith at
all. Yet, I have found my faith helps me in
the service to people. Faith teaches humil-
ity—as Laura would say, I could use a dose
occasionally—[laughter]—a recognition that
we are small in God’s universe, yet precious
in His sight. It has sustained me in moments
of success and in moments of disappoint-
ment. Without it I would be a different per-
son, and without it I doubt I’d be here today.

There are many experiences of faith in this
room. But most of us share a belief that we
are loved and called to love, that our choices
matter, now and forever, that there are pur-
poses deeper than ambition and hopes great-
er than success. These beliefs shape our lives
and help sustain the life of our Nation. Men
and women can be good without faith, but
faith is a force of goodness. Men and women
can be compassionate without faith, but faith
often inspires compassion. Human beings
can love without faith, but faith is a great
teacher of love.

Our country, from its beginnings has rec-
ognized the contribution of faith. We do not
impose any religion; we welcome all reli-
gions. We do not prescribe any prayer; we
welcome all prayers. This is the tradition of
our Nation, and it will be the standard of
my administration. We will respect every
creed. We will honor the diversity of our
country and the deep convictions of our peo-
ple.

There’s a good reason why many in our
Nation embrace the faith tradition. Through-
out our history, people of faith have often
been our Nation’s voice of conscience. The
foes of slavery could appeal to the standard
that all are created equal in the sight of our
Lord. The civil rights movement had the
same conviction on its side, that men and
women bearing God’s image should not be

exploited and set aside and treated as insig-
nificant. The same impulse over the years has
reformed prisons and mental institutions,
hospitals, hospices, and homeless shelters.

The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.,
said this: ‘‘The church must be reminded that
it is not the master or the servant of the state
but rather the conscience of the state.’’ As
in his case, that sometimes means defying
the times, challenging old ways and old as-
sumptions. This influence has made our Na-
tion more just and generous and decent. And
our Nation has need of that today.

Faith remains important to the compassion
of our Nation. Millions of Americans serve
their neighbor because they love their God.
Their lives are characterized by kindness and
patience and service to others. They do for
others what no government really can ever
do—no government program can really ever
do: They provide love for another human
being; they provide hope even when hope
comes hard.

In my second week in office we have set
out to promote the work of community and
faith-based charities. We want to encourage
the inspired, to help the helper. Government
cannot be replaced by charities, but it can
welcome them as partners instead of resent-
ing them as rivals.

My administration will put the Federal
Government squarely on the side of Amer-
ica’s armies of compassion. Our plan will not
favor religious institutions over nonreligious
institutions. As President, I’m interested in
what is constitutional, and I’m interested in
what works. The days of discriminating
against religious institutions, simply because
they are religious, must come to an end.

Faith is also important to the civility of our
country. It teaches us not merely to tolerate
one another but to respect one another, to
show a regard for different views, and the
courtesy to listen. This is essential to democ-
racy. It is also the proper way to treat human
beings created in the divine image.

We will have our disagreements. Civility
does not require us to abandon deeply held
beliefs. Civility does not demand casual
creeds and colorless convictions. Americans
have always believed that civility and firm re-
solve could live easily with one another. But
civility does mean that our public debate
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ought to be free from bitterness and anger
and rancor and ill will. We have an obligation
to make our case, not to demonize our oppo-
nents. As the Book of James reminds us,
fresh water and salt water cannot flow from
the same spring.

I am under no illusion that civility will tri-
umph in this city all at once. [Laughter] Old
habits die hard, and sometimes they never
die at all. I can only pledge to you this, that
I will do my very best to promote civility and
ask for the same in return.

These are some of the crucial contribu-
tions of faith to our Nation: justice and com-
passion and a civil and generous society. I
thank you all here for displaying these values
and defending them here in America and
across the world. You strengthen the ties of
friendship and the ties of nations. And I
deeply appreciate your work.

I believe in the power of prayer. It’s been
said, ‘‘I would rather stand against the can-
nons of the wicked than against the prayers
of the righteous.’’ The prayers of a friend are
one of life’s most gracious gifts. My family
and I are blessed by the prayers of countless
Americans. Over the last several months,
Laura and I have been touched by the num-
ber of people who come up and say, ‘‘We
pray for you’’—such comforting words. I
hope Americans will continue to pray that
everyone in my administration finds wisdom
and always remembers the common good.

When President Harry Truman took office
in 1945, he said this: ‘‘At this moment, I have
in my heart a prayer. I ask only to be a good
and faithful servant of my Lord and my peo-
ple.’’ This has been the prayer of many Presi-
dents, and it is mine today.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:10 a.m. in the
International Ballroom at the Washington Hilton
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Representa-
tive Zach Wamp.

Remarks Announcing the New
Freedom Initiative
February 1, 2001

Steven, you were brilliant in your introduc-
tion. Little did we know—we kind of thought
we’d be sitting here during the California

race, didn’t we? But here we are, and thank
you so much for being here.

I’m so honored that you all are here. I ap-
preciate the folks who served on my coalition
for people with disabilities. There’s one hero
here that I got to know during the campaign.
His name is Jim Mullen. Jim is from Chicago.
He’s a police officer, wounded in the course
of duty, who is a courageous, fine American.
And Jim, thank you so very much for coming
today.

I’m glad the First Lady is here. It’s an un-
usual job where all you’ve got to do is walk
down from your living room to come to work.
[Laughter] I’m really proud of Laura.

It’s good to see Members of the Congress
who are here. Thank you all for coming as
well. I’m especially pleased that people from
all around the country have taken time to
help kick off this important initiative.

One of the things I enjoy most about my
new job is the walk I get to take every single
morning, up the Colonnade from the Resi-
dence to the Oval Office. I say ‘‘up,’’ because
the path rises just slightly. It’s been that way
since they took out the steps so that Franklin
Roosevelt could make it to his place of work.

This house is among the first places in
America to accommodate people with dis-
abilities. And we have come a long way since
the days when only a President could hope
for that consideration. We are more mindful
now of the hardships that come with dis-
ability, more generous in responding to the
needs of our citizens, more grateful for the
contributions you make to our society.

Old misconceptions about physical and
mental disability are being discredited. Old
barriers are falling away. Our task is now
clear: We must speed up the day when the
last barrier has been removed to full and
independent lives for every American with
or without disability.

I am proud that the last great reform in
this cause, the Americans with Disability Act,
bears the signature of my dad. I see many
in this audience who helped him get this im-
portant legislation through Congress, and I
want to thank you for coming. Because of
that law, millions of Americans can now com-
pete for jobs once denied them, enter build-
ings once closed to them, travel in buses and
trains once unequipped for them.
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